Perhaps Journal editors should take a more active role in establishing consensus and relaying the ground rules in this area. We are giving consideration to this at the British Journal of Cancer.
The Clinical Section of the British Journal of Cancer has grown rapidly in the last 3 years. The number of submitted manuscripts has increased very substantially and continues to do so. The acceptance rate is now held constant and pressure upon the size of the Journal and its consequent cost is increasing. The peer review process still works with all its imperfections and we continually try to improve it. We hope we will continue to receive good clinical manuscripts from all over the world and to handle them as quickly as possible and come to accurate and fair judgements regarding acceptance for publication. In the Clinical Office, as in the Cambridge Office, we try to arrive at our decisions and issue them whilst retaining our sense of proportion and sense of humour! We hope that this series of editorials will help our authors and readers to understand the process better and to give as much constructive feedback as they think we can take.
